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It appears that central to the endemic conflicts plaguing Nigeria, since its independence, are the numerous differences between the groups inhabiting the country. The Nigerian Federation which the British created, was an uneasy amalgamation of cultures and groups lacking a national consciousness and unity. The existence of various religions and ethnic groups has basically created a fertile ground for conflict. The article attempts to view the multi-dimensional relations between Christians and Muslims in Nigeria. One of the major issues is the debate over the place of  Shari’a  which only started with the imposition of colonialism at the beginning of the twentieth century. While Christians have always pushed for a secular state, the word ‘secular’, for Muslims, became synonymous with ‘godless’. The article also examines the controversy in Nigeria over whether to be a member of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC). Another important factor in Christian-Muslim relations is the use of religion by politicians. Many experts are even convinced that religion is just a cover for economic and political grievances. 
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Commando. Birth, Character and the Meaning of the Military Border Land of Cape Colony in the 18th Century, p. 30-44
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Commando is typically perceived as a military system of the Boer Republics. This system evolved in the 18th century Cape Colony, as a means of expansion and defense for frontier farmers. But commando was not only a military system, but also a social institution. It became a means of mobilizing human resources, and of control over lower echelons of society, it was also a tool of redistributing key resources on the frontier like ammunition, gunpowder and work force (apprentices and serfs). In this respect commando became also a means of creating, enforcing and supporting of social stratification. Although born as a the colonial institution, the system of commando soon, with the expansion of mixed and acculturated communities (Bastaards, Griquas, Korana), expanded far into interior influencing local, African societies and chiefdoms.
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Political Marriages as Means of Strengthening Ruler’s  Position in the Ethiopian Empire in Times of Lij Iyasu, p.45-54.
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In 1916, when Shewan nobles decided to overtake Ethiopia, the accusations against Lij Iyasu included his betrayal of Christianity and taking several wives in accordance with Muslim customs. However, the reassessment of Lij Iyasu’s  reign seems to imply that his marriages served as a tool to accomplish his internal policy that was aimed at gaining the political support of the Muslim inhabitants of east and south Ethiopia. The aim of this article is to show that despite his young age and lack of experience lij Iyasu was not simply a ruler with an endless sexual appetite, as often presented, but a ruler with a complete and complex vision for his empire.
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„Cry of the Toad” – A Tale of the Bassari People (Togo), p. 55- 65.
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The paper analyses a tale of the Bassari people in Togo. First, the author presents the Bassari people and its methods of collecting and transcribing their oral literature. Then, he includes the integral text of the tale in the Polish translation. After this, he puts together the different texts of the Bassari oral tradition which contains the character of the toad, comments on the form of narration and compares the plot of the story with a ritual search for the cause of death. The author argues that African tales cannot be understood without taking into consideration the whole cultural context. On the one hand, literary images reflect common beliefs and customs and  on the other hand, how beliefs and social praxis justify the use of these images. As demonstrated in the example of the toad, some images are recognised as universal for their pronounced natural characteristics.
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In January 2011 the people of South Sudan decided whether the region of South Sudan should remain a part of the country or become independent. The Southerners overwhelmingly voted to divide Africa’s  biggest country in two. The referendum on the future status of South Sudan was the greatest milestone in the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement of 2005. Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) – Southerners who fled to North Sudan (mainly to Khartoum) because of the civil war – will have an important role in the new country. A few months before the referendum Southerners in Khartoum assured that the only way for the South was independence and that they would get back home – to South Sudan. These people grew up in totally different conditions than the ones existing in the area of South Sudan. They are more educated and more united. Theoretically, they have the best background to create the elite of the new country. However, the reality in South Sudan is more complicated. This article attempts to analyse the situation of Internally Displaced Persons towards the referendum in Sudan and to reveal what apprehensions and expectations of the new country they have.

