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This article consists of two parts. Part 1, published in this Volume, provides a description of the Nigerian political thinker Claude Ake’s concept, the “chamber of nationalities”, in the context of the idea of recognizing and strengthening the ethnic groups’ rights in the African state. According to the concept, in a multiethnic African state a bicameral parliament should be constituted, of which the upper house should be created on the basis of the existing ethnic divisions, allowing all ethnic groups be represented in an equal way and thus empowering the smaller of them. Implementation of this concept could contribute to the building of more peaceful and politically stable states in Africa. Ake’s opinions are enriched with the views of a Sierra Leonian thinker George M. Carew that seem useful in the analysis of the whole concept. Then a case study of the Republic of Ethiopia parliament’s upper house, House of Federation, is presented. This House is a product and an important part of the ethnic federalism system existing currently in Ethiopia. Its case resembles Ake’s concept in many ways. Next, the Nigerian thinker Ifeanyi A. Menkiti’s thoughts on the similarities to the Ethiopian political system are discussed. Menkiti’s views can teach what could be the realities of an ethnic federalism system, especially in an undemocratic environment. His opinions also seem complementary with some of Ake’s ideas concerning the ‘chamber of nationalities’ concept. 
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Kimbanguism is the ethnic religion of the Bakongo people in the Democratic Republic of Congo. It was named after its founder and leader Simon Kimbangu. He preached the word of God and was claimed to miraculously heal the sick after receiving a call from Jesus. The Church of Jesus Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu gained enormous popularity. It combined elements of Christian teaching with African cultures. It played a significant role during colonialism, building a feeling of community in faith. The Church restored the identity of the indigenous people destroyed by the colonial authorities and acted as a political opposition to the colonial social relations. After the imprisonment of Simon Kimbangu his followers continued gathering at clandestine meetings. Kimbanguists were persecuted and exiled to remote areas of the country. Simon Kimbangu died after 30 years of solitary confinement in 1951 in prison in Elisabethville. The Church was later recognized by the colonial government and applied for membership in the World Council of Churches as an independent African Christian church independent from imported Christianity.
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This article aims to show the influence of religion on time perception, represented by the Nigerian Yoruba people. Firstly, the influence of religion is examined as a factor shaping the ideological way of thinking, expressed in the secular sphere as well as in pop culture; secondly as an area of religious practices which affect the other activities of daily living. Both issues have been illustrated by the results of a three-month participant observation conducted in 2008, in four federal states of the South-West Nigeria, inhabited by the Yoruba people, in Lagos, Oyo, Ogun and Oshun State. Results of field research have shown that Yoruba social memory binds strongly to cultivating the memory of ancestors. This factor combines traditional African religions with an eschatological doctrine of external religions like Islam and Christianity. Present day-life is filled with numerous religious practices and active participation in social life of the religious community. When planning the future, Yoruba, regardless of age, education background and social class, entrust to a god, which is expressed openly in the public sphere. The article also addresses the problem of the Yoruba functioning in two time dimensions, being Christian or Muslim and at the same time referring to traditional deities. Text also points to the fact that the Yoruba, in contrast to other Nigerian people, the Ibo, are less conservative in terms of changing their religion.
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Over the years Theatre for Development has proved to be one of the most effective means of communication for community education and social change. In Kenya, the puppetry for educational goal was started in 1994 as a different and unique form of art that could help address social issues affecting communities and help them find their own solutions. The methodology was based on a communication methodology of Brazilian educator Paolo Freire. Many puppetry teams have been trained in more than 40 communities both in rural and urban Kenya.  The original and community–tailored scripts reflect local customs, belief, rumor and are performed in local languages. The puppetry in Kenya mirrors socio-political problems in communities. The puppeteers have been trained to deal with a wide range of development issues such as reproductive health issues, HIV/AIDS, drug and substance abuse, environment conservation, governance, human rights, corruption, transparency, peace and reconciliation, cohesion among communities and integrity amongst others. Nowadays the role of puppetry in Kenya is not only to educate but also to entertain. Puppeteers are involved in producing shows that fit regular theatre audience, the scripts are very often based on Kenyan legends. They are performed in Kenya but also abroad during international puppetry festivals. The puppetry concept has now been introduced to Kenyan television, taking it to another level.  
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The theme of the dissertation is Chinese political and economic involvement in Africa. The brief history of Chinese relations with Africa is presented as the structures within which the cooperation is formed (Forum on China-Africa Cooperation). The most significant Chinese investments in the region, along with their reception by Africans, are presented. The last part is a comparison of China and the United States – so far the most important player in Africa.
International economic expansion of China is a fact, not only in Europe or North America but also in developing countries (so called Global South countries), including African states. China is accepted there either with extreme optimism, or with great reluctance. No doubt, however, that their economic and financial commitment on the African continent is now very large and is still growing, being a very strong competitor to the existing powers operating in the region, and especially for the United States.
The data on Chinese aid to Africa is difficult to access. However, it seems that it is much less than that offered by the major traditional donors. According to Deborah Brautigam, foreign aid became an instrument to stimulate China's exports: assistance is used not only to support the development of recipients; it is designed to promote trade, to help build the international competitiveness of Chinese corporations and encourage the development of Chinese domestic enterprises.

