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The Concept of an Ethnic Upper Chamber in a Bicameral Parliament in an African State (Part 2), p. 11-26.
Key words: parliament, bicameralism, ethnicity, Africa, state, Claude Ake, Senate of Lesotho, House of Chiefs, Botswana, Zambia, House of Peoples of Bosnia and Herzegovina

This article is a continuation of my previous work published under the same title in “Afryka” No. 34. Part 2, published in this volume, provides a description of a couple of cases (of the Senate of Lesotho, and two Houses of Chiefs, in Botswana and Zambia) that seem useful in the analysis of the Nigerian political thinker Claude Ake’s concept of the “chamber of nationalities”. According to the concept, in a multiethnic African state a bicameral parliament should be constituted, of which the upper house should be created on the basis of the existing ethnic divisions, allowing all ethnic groups to be represented in an equal way and thus empowering the smaller of them. Implementation of this concept could contribute to the building of more peaceful and politically stable states in Africa. In the latter part of this article, a study of the political system of Bosnia and Herzegovina is presented in short, with a special focus on the case of the House of Peoples of Bosnia and Herzegovina that resembles Ake’s concept very closely. At the end of the article some drawbacks of Ake’s concept are brought up and discussed in a critical way. 

Stanislaw Piłaszewicz 
Radical Manifestation of the Nigerian Islam. Boko Haram Movement, p. 27-40.
Key words: Nigeria, Islamic fanaticism, shari’a, total jihad, Western civilization

In the post-independence period Nigeria endured several dramatic events which were born in its Islamic community. Some of them displayed traits of religious fanaticism and were rich in drastic or even apocalyptic scenes. In the 1980s, the northern part of the country was shaken by the Maitatsine uprising. At the turn of the second millennium, after the introduction of shari’a law in twelve northern states, bloody disturbances exploded in Kaduna, Jos and other cities. In November 2002, the Miss World competition was not allowed to be carried out in Abuja: some 200 people lost their lives in the struggle between Muslims and Christians. The aim of this paper is to present the activities of the militant Islamic sect known as Boko Haram, which under some other names appeared as early as in 1995. This organization rejects many aspects of the Western civilization which penetrate Nigerian society, and aims at the introduction of the Islamic law all over the country. Abubakar Lawan, the founder of the organization, was deceitfully replaced by Mohammed Yusufu, who became its main ideologist and leader. After a short presentation of his life-story, disastrous activities of this religious group are described during the July “uprising” in 2009. The Boko Haram activists dream of a “Muslim revolution” in Nigeria and are ready to proclaim a “total jihad” which would Islamise the whole country. The other targets of the sect have been revealed in its proclamation, which is reproduced at the end of the article. 

Sabina Brakoniecka
Between Two Worlds – Magic and Traditional Medicine in Contemporary Life of Hausa People, p. 41-53.
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The intention of this article is to present the situation of magic and traditional medicine in today’s life of the Hausa ethnic group. In northern parts of Nigeria, that is to say in the motherland of Hausa people, we can observe an unusual popularity of medical techniques connected with magic, amulets, incantations etc. In African societies, where everything is changing extremely fast, it is important to find a point of reference. Disseminating of the elements of European civilization makes people find themselves more and more rootless. With this feeling of confusion Hausa people try to return to the past. Cultivating the tradition of their ancestors seems to be the way to find the lost feeling of safety and peace. This is the reason of the growing popularity of native doctors in Hausaland and their practices deriving from the experience that has been gained for centuries.

Zofia Podobińska
Is it Time for Africa? African Dreams Versus Reality During the 2010 Football World Cup, p. 54-72.
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Football is the number one sport in Africa. Nevertheless, the participation of states from this continent in the over 80-year-old history of the world championship for men's national association football teams can hardly be described as other than ‘modest’. The decision that the South African Republic would host the 2010 World Cup was taken six years earlier. Many were opposed to that decision, but on the other hand there were also many enthusiasts of the idea, especially among the Africans.
In my article, I present the games of that historical event for Africa that the latest World Football Cup came to be, observed somewhat from a sideline, for mainly through the eyes of Tanzanian sports commentators (based on the press in Swahili), occasionally in confrontation with selected opinions offered by Polish sports journalists. I am trying to examine what this football event looked like relative to the hopes kindled earlier by its prospect among the Africans. The sporting results are common knowledge. But is football, especially for the Africans, only about the number of goals scored? 
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Free-will Rebels. Lusophone African Women Writers, p. 73-92.
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The purpose of this article is to analyze the development of the literary output created by African women in countries where Portuguese is an official language.  

Traditionally, the figure of woman in the Angolan, Mozambican, Guinean, Cape Verdean and Santhomean literatures was represented as an exotic, sensual, attractive and wild being, constituting an object of men’s sexual desire. Other stereotyped images are related to the identification with the image of Big Mother Africa, with a being that sacrificed itself and suffered voluntarily in silence, or with a brave woman soldier shedding blood in the fight for the independence of her country. 

The beginning of the „literary revolution” in Portuguese – speaking African countries was marked by the literary output of Ana Paula Tavares (born in 1952). Although, the notions such as war, tradition and believes constitute very often appearing motifs in her literature, one of the most frequent poem themes is the sphere of women’s spirituality and emotionality. Tavares is mainly interested by themes wrapped in mystery and considered taboos, for instance: the process of woman’s discovery of her sexuality and erotism or development of woman’s awareness determined by experiencing of her own corporality. 

Many of contemporary African writers from Portuguese speaking countries followed the path blazed by Tavares. Subjects of their rich and diverse literary output are outlined in the article below. 

Kamila Malinowska-Cichy
Black African Identity in the XX Century, p. 93-106.
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black-African, French literature
The article describes changes in the mentality of French-speaking black African intellectuals related to the négritude movement, who were creating black African literature at the beginning of the XX century in the language of the colonizer. The author shows three stages of black African identity’s evolution – a protest against European domination, return to African heritage and a desire for consolidation with the white man. It is an attempt to analyze the relation between identity and universalism. Analyzing the work of négritude’s eulogists, the author tries to prove that universalism does not have to be identified with the dominance of universality over particularity and that synthesis is not supposed to mean homogeneity, but becomes a creative process of mutual exchange. The article presents the universal dimension of négritude and proves that an intercultural dialog does not exclude maintenance of a consistent identity. 
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TheAnglo-Boer War (1899-1902) as Viewed in Women’s Literature of Personal Document. Tant Miem Fischer Se Kampdagboek – an Individual Voice or a Collective One?, p. 107-119.
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This article explores ego-documents as a field where various discourses and ideologies come into play. It discusses a selected diary by a Boer woman in order to point out that a personal text becomes a carrier of anti-British propaganda when the circumstances of its publication are taken into account. Additionally, focus is placed on certain formal elements presented in the published text, such as forewords, facsimiles of documents etc., which constitute an apparatus employed to produce reality and shift the emphasis from personal qualities of a text to its historical importance.

