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Rebirth and Radicalisation of the Boko Haram Activities, p. 11-23. 
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The article continues discussion on the Boko Haram sect acting in Nigeria, which was initiated in the previous 35 issue of „Africa”. It starts with an explanation of its leadership mystery, followed by a short curriculum vitae of its present Chief Commander. Then one is acquainted with the current program declarations, and given information on the membership of this Islamic group. The long list of the most important sect operations and terrorist acts is preceded by some remarks concerning the radicalisation of the Boko Haram activities. It has been pointed out that in dealing with the insurgency the Nigerian government has adopted the „stick” approach, with plans to add the „carrot” in future. The governmental attempts to negotiate with the sect thus far have failed. The peace initiative has been also undertaken by the governors of northern states, and there is hope that this move will prove to be more fruitful. 

Małgorzata Szupejko
Negative Ethnicity and Constitutional Changes in Kenya 2010, p. 24-37.
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On the 27th of August 2010 in Nairobi the president of Kenya Mwai Kibaki signed the act of the new Constitution, accepted earlier this year in a referendum of August 4th. The constitutional changes were based on an aspiration to create a state built on democratic principles, where all the citizens would have the same access to power and the all regions of the country would have the same chances to participate in the state financial aid for their development. This goal is supposed to be realized through a new administrative division of Kenya, introduced under the slogans of power decentralization and building state unity In fact, however, it has recreated old ethnic divisions. The aim of the article is to assess the constitutional reform of the state and to show the ethnic factor limiting this goal.
Maciej Kurcz

Dignified Matrons of the Middle Nile Valley. Gender and Age in the Rural Society of Northern Sudan, p. 38-53.
Key words: womanhood, woman`s life, role, status, age, North Sudanese village
Womanhood has different meanings. It is true in the context of almost every culture and society. In Sudan a woman`s life is divided into a number of stages characterised by special roles and status. It is structured hierarchically by kinship and age. The article focuses on the second factor. It indicates the range of activities and the broad networks of alliances that are available to a middle-aged woman. It shows the dominant position of older women in a traditional social structure, which is still much preserved in rural life of Northern Sudan. The articled is mostly based on fieldwork materials collected in the North Sudanese village of ed Ghaddar in 2010.  
Ewa Siwierska

Challenges Facing Inter-Religious Dialogue in Nigeria, p. 54-76. 
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There are several causal diagnoses of religious conflicts in Nigeria, but much of the literature in this area pays premium attention to the underlying socio-political, economic and governance deficit factors that trigger religious violence in the country. This article, however, undertakes an inquiry into the negative deployment of religion as an instrument for social disharmony. Even though Christianity and Islam, the two major religions in Nigeria, have contributed positively to the growth of the country, they have also created a history of conflict. The paper discusses topics such as opposite religious identities, religious intolerance and the role of the media. It also examines the issues related to various forms of dialogue in building peaceful Muslim-Christian relations in Nigeria, as well as measures undertaken by the Nigerian government to manage the incidence of religious violence.

Monika Kulesza
The Background of Political Power and Influence of Taitu Bitul – the Empress of Ethiopia (based on literature in Amharic and in European languages), p.77-92.
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Taitu Bitul, the spouse of the Emperor Menelik II, was an unusual person. Although she was never the official ruler of Ethiopia, she was very influential. Unlike other Emperors’ wives, Taitu was an active politician with great influence on Menelik’s decisions regarding internal and foreign policy. The intention of my article is the presentation of sources and background of her power according to Ethiopian written sources as well as the literature in European languages. Taitu’s political influence was based on her ancestry and family connections, wealth and the fact that she was crowned itege (Empress) by her husband. I have described her activities and performance in all these aspects. Taitu’s political aspirations were not accepted by her opponents. In the article I have also written about the reasons for and the process of the Empress’s downfall.

Stanisław Obirek

From Pauperisation to Prosperity. Anthropological Implications of Christianisation of Africa, p. 107-116.
Key words: Christianisation of Africa, local traditions, anthropological pauperisation, enculturation.

The departure point for this essay is the book Garcia II King of Kongo and the Catholic Church, by Robert Piętek, based mainly on Christian sources. For Christian missionaries the local cults and religions needed to be eliminated and this policy was difficult to accept by local inhabitants. Today we look at this practice in its historical and anthropological context, in which the traditional Christianisation of African societies is seen as an anthropological pauperisation. Considering new theological theories in Africa, it should be said that the sources of their creativity are rooted in local religious traditions. The key concept for this new theology is the enculturation of Christianity, which means an attitude of full respect towards the local cultures.

