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Muslim’s attitude towards secularity of Nigeria, p. 18-44.
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Secularism is the major issue that divides Nigerian Christians and Muslims. The debate on the term ‘secularism’ has been controversial for a century in Nigeria. It has been strongly manifested during the sessions of the Constitutional Drafting Committee which took place in the 1970s. The 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria made provision in section 10 for the secularity of the country and at the same time made provision in section 38 for the protection of the fundamental right of freedom of thought, conscience and religion. Most Muslims refuse to accept the term ‘secular’ to describe the status of Nigeria, arguing that Islam does not discriminate between religious and secular affairs. This article explores various ways in which the term ‘secularism’ is perceived by Muslims. It also focuses on politics of the federal and state governments. According to some scholars, Nigeria’s constitutional secularity does not erect a wall of separation between religion and politics. Disbursing public funds to sponsor pilgrimages and religious programmes raises the assumption that Nigeria, in principle, is a secular state but in practice, a semi-secular state. The article also seeks to demonstrate the rise of Islamism as a challenge to secularism, the conflict between theocracy and secularism, as well as how secular democracy is being appropriated by the Islamists.​​
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Hausa Literature – from Orature to Boko Writings, p. 45-67.
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The article briefly describes the processes of the development of Hausa literature, thus underlining the main factors for its evolution. It starts from orature - unwritten literature that consist of traditional literary forms such as fables or proverbs, and then moves to ajami writings of the religious teachers and scholars. The advent of colonialism, signaled by the presence of Christian missionaries, brought another change into the Hausa society, and then boko literature was gradually developed. Its main purpose was to reshape a Hausa man and prepare him for the service in the colonial administration. Some idea about the results could be taken from the final part of the article that describes Nigerian literature written in English language and show the limited participation of Hausa authors in this process. 

Aneta Pawłowska

The South African Artists and the Challenges of the New Post-Apartheid Reality, p. 68-90.
Key-words: South Africa, art, apartheid, black artists, performance 

Many aspects connected with culture and artistic creation in South Africa in the last few centuries were dominated by white settlers and political events. Inevitably, in the years of apartheid (1948-1994), black artists were largely neglected. Some of the new forms of black art evolved in the cities and townships in the 20th century, however the adoption of racial segregation in South Africa resulted in a lack of educated black artists. Since the end of apartheid, both black and white artists have created a variety of works in an array of media. The post-apartheid art is a continuing reverberation between expression and politics (e.g. S. Williamson or W. Kentridge). Some artists have utilized the Western canon of art history as a central theme in their work (e.g. J. Phokela or W. Botha). Another important aspect is the new role played by Black Art in the search for a proper place for the black artist. As a result some contemporary South African artists have found international acclaim (e.g. K. Geers, Phokela and Kentridge).
Hanna Rubinkowska

Mahteme Sillase Welde Mesqel's "Memoirs" as the Ethiopian Perception of the Empire in the Period of Change, p. 91-108.
Key words: 20th cent. Ethiopian Empire, Ethiopian historiography, modernisation, Zikre neger, oral versus written tradition

Memoirs by Mahteme Sillase Welde Mesk’el is a book of about one thousand pages. The author of this book, an Ethiopian intellectual of Haile Sillase I’s period, described methods of governing in the Ethiopian Empire. The book is a collection of sources which may be used to interpret the traditional methods of ruling the country in the time when Ethiopia tried to protect its independence and power at the turn of the 20th century. To achieve this aim Ethiopia had to adopt to the changing rules of the contemporary world. Memoirs serve also as an example of Ethiopian writings on state, its history and its rulers, which developed both as a continuation of Ethiopian tradition of writing and oral tradition as well as taking from European methods of writing history.  
