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The article attempts to classify media according to their types, their impact and their availability, and also addresses the question of why media, in all their diversity, are an important research subject. It results from their omnipresence in the life of societies, not only African, and not only because of their informative and communicative function, but because media also promote ideas, lifestyle, goods and consumption patterns, thus changing people’s aspirations and their goals. Through a variety of forms (press, TV, Internet, advertising, billboards and many others), media have an immense impact on creating people’s self-image and their ideas about how to live. Media help spread messages that, through their influence on people’s choices, also shape their identity, both on an individual and mass scale, and their vision of the world and social life.  
Agnieszka Rostkowska

Turkish Foreign Policy towards Africa. An Offensive by a New Player on the Continent, p. 37-49.
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Until recently Africa, with the exception of a few countries in the northern part of the continent, was perceived by Turkey as a terra incognita. However, the landslide victory of the Justice and Development Party (AKP, Adalet ve Kalkınma Partisi) in the 2002 elections, heralded a new era of relations with Africa. The so-called Strategic Depth doctrine formulated by the current Minister of Foreign Affairs Ahmet Davutoğlu, emphasized Turkey’s potential to become a versatile and increasingly powerful player, both on a regional and global stage. Africa is an explicit example of how Turkey is broadening its geographical scope of foreign policy. The article focuses on the recent phenomenon of Turkey’s engagement in Africa and the motives behind it. It looks at its imposing diplomatic offensive - opening up a number of embassies, supported by Turkish businessmen in the private sector. It examines the issue of how the economic ties between Turkey and Africa allow Ankara to gain political benefits, some political controversies caused by Turkey’s stance, and the reasons behind Turkey’s surprisingly bold move to engage in Somalia. The article also touches upon the problem of the Turkish reaction to the events of the Arab Spring in Africa, which turned out to be a test of the actual abilities of an aspiring regional and global player. Finally it attempts to shed light on future perspectives of the Turkish-African cooperation. 

Renata Díaz-Szmidt

Currents in African Feminism, p. 51-71.
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In this article, the main trends of feminism in Africa are presented. In the first part we focus on the reasons lying behind the refusal by African women of the main concepts of western feminism. We also try to explain why they don`t identify themselves with western feminism discourse and why they even don`t wish to be called ``feminists`. In the second part we explain the historical and social backgroud of the evolution of feminist ideology on Black Continent. We search its origins in proposals presented by the African-American activists of Black Feminisim though they are quite often criticized by African women. In the last part, we analyze the original trends of African Feminism such as African Womanism, STIWANISM, Motherism and Negofeminism.
Aneta Pawłowska

The South African Artists and the Challenges of the New Post-apartheid Reality (part two), p. 73-98.
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The second part of this article focuses on the role of art in the process of nation-building and reconciliation. Twenty years after liberation from the apartheid rule, South African artists and art exist in a period which serves as the melting-pot in which various new forms of communication are desperately required. This has been a period of reclamation, restoration, renewal, and remembering of dismembered communities. The role of art in identity formation and in reconciliation is much in demand, for art has a way of articulating truths in manners which are subtle, subliminal, and sometimes without obvious confrontation. 

Good examples of  these new types of visual art in South Africa are gender-oriented art (Zanele Muholi) or Neo-African style (e.g. Willie Bester, Kagiso Patrick Mautloa). Another important trend is the growing popularity of community mural art, which has been visible over the past few years in large cities (in Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg) or formation and construction of new heritage sites (e.g. Hector Pieterson Memorial in Soweto). 
Marcin Krawczuk

Translation of the source text known as Cofessio Claudi and a commentary, p. 99-106.
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The text known as Confessio Claudii attributed to the Ethiopian emperor Claudius (reigned 1540-1559) contains a short summary of the doctrine of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church written for the use of Catholic missionaries active in Ethiopia. The Emperor in particular addressed the so-called Judaic practices present in Ethiopia. The article contains a full translation of the text and a commentary.
Robert Piętek

The Book Garcia II and the Catholic Church Was Not Written as a Handbook for Contemporary Missionaries, p. 107-110.
Key words: Christianization, Capuchins, Kingdom of Kongo My book Garcia II and the Catholic Church attempts to describe the relations between the Catholic Church and Garcia II (1641 – 1660/61), the King of Kongo. The book is based on 17th century European sources, many of which were written by Capuchins. In my article, I address the claims of S. Obirek, according to whom I share the attitude of Capuchins towards local cults, customs, and rituals, an opinion I strongly disagree with. A historical reconstruction of missionaries’ activities does not equal my views to those of 17th century Capuchins. In my book, contrary to Obirek’s statement, I did not only focus on Capuchins’ activities to eliminate local cults and religions, and I did not judge the attitude of missionaries towards non-European cultures in the 17th century and in the contemporary world. 
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