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Media in Northern Nigeria, or Transformation and Sustainability in the Traditional Hausa Culture 

The article analyses the process of development of media in Northern Nigeria and its impact on Hausa society.  Starting from oramedia, the most traditional form of media transmission, it then moves on to the history of the press, radio and television; to finally describe new media and the cultural revolution brought about by the Internet. The article tries to answer the question about the social implications of these particular forms of media on modern Hausa society and thus presents some main trends and patterns of cultural development. 
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Ethiopia Between Speech and Writing. A Not Solely Intellectual Dispute Between the Emperor and a Writer About the Concept of the State

Fikir Iske Mekabir (Love To The Grave) is amongst the most important novels written in Amharic. Its author, Haddis Alemayehu, was an Ethiopian writer, statesman and a representative of the intellectual elite during the period of Emperor Haile Sellassie I (1930-1974). The aim of the article is to analyse the preface to the novel, where the author proposes a reform of the Ethiopian writing system as an example of the then expected changes, which were supposed to make the state administration more efficient. The analysis of the text is proposed along with a description of the period in which the Ethiopian Empire was to be transformed from the traditional model of administration and state rule towards one of modernity, as it is broadly understood.
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The Border Between Christianity and Islam in Ethiopia


Islam and Christianity have been present in Ethiopia from its beginning. The history of the religions and their interconnections in this area has been very eventful. It is a history shaped by conflicts as well as times of peace. The aim of the article is to analyse the common areas and border lines between Islam and Christianity in Ethiopia. Another aim is to discuss the main features indicating the close relations in everyday life and culture of Muslims and Christians in this part of Africa. This article, the first part of two, addresses the question from a geographical and historical perspective. 
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Marcin Krawczuk

The Marian Cult in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church

The cult of Virgin Mary plays an important role in the life of Ethiopian Orthodox Christians. Although Ethiopia is one of the eldest Christian realms in the world, information on the Marian cult in Ethiopia before 13th Century are scarce. It seems that the origin of the Marian devotion as we know it today harks back to the reign of king Zar‘a Yā‘qob (1434-1468). Its general features are easily recognizable to someone acquainted with Roman or Eastern Orthodox tradition. This is hardly surprising since the cult of Mary has its roots in early Christianity. However the Ethiopian interpretation of the Virgin has its peculiarities. In Ethiopia Mary is very strongly associated with the Old Testament, which is clearly visible throughout Ethiopic literature. A particularly close affinity is depicted between Mary and the Arc of the Covenant. This affinity has been incorporated into the Ethiopian ideology of power. Apart from the official theological expression promoted by the Church, the Marian cult has its more popular forms. 
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Izabela Cywa
Will the Central African Republic Be Divided?


Despite being a mineral-rich country, in 2012 the Central African Republic (CAR) was ranked 10th in the Fragile (formerly Failed) States Index according to Fund for Peace. The history of this country has been turbulent. Regular rebellions and disastrous state economic policies have led to economic, political and social collapses in the CAR. The most recent rebellion, conducted by Michel Djotodia and Séléka’s rebel coalition was different than previous coups, supported financially and military by France and Chad. The rebellion has had several stages and lead to the CAR being accused of cannibalism, religious war and genocide. Its conclusion is meant to be a division of the CAR into the supposedly Muslim and Christian parts, even though it does not reflect the country’s actual religious divide; the majority of the CAR’s mineral resources, however, are located in what would be the Muslim part. The article describes the events that took place between December 2012 and May 2014, which formed the basis of false accusations of genocide, religous war and cannibalism in the CAR. The article points towards the Séléka organisation, which from December 2012 has been carrying out its plan to decimate and mentally and financially impoverish the Central Africans, leading to the country’s division. The article analyses two military organisations that have been fighting each other since December 2013, describing their military aims, the course of fighting and the results of their military actions. The text presents both the consequences of aid given to the CAR by France and Chad, and their hidden agenda.
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La République Centrafricaine, sera-t-elle divisée ?

Résumé

En 2012, selon le classement de Fund for Peace, la République Centrafricaine se trouvait à la 10e place de la liste des états en faillite (Failed States Index), malgré ses gisements riches de minérais. L’histoire de ce pays a souvent été orageuse. Des rébellions successives ainsi que l’économie rapace réalisée par l’état ont conduit la Centrafrique à la dégradation économique, politique et sociale. La dernière rébellion, menée par Michel Djotodia et la coalition rebelle de Seleka, présentait des caractéristiques nouvelles par rapport aux soulèvements précédents. La France et le Tchad soutenaient la rébellion financièrement et militairement. La rébellion se déroulait selon quelques étapes qui ont abouti aux accusations de cannibalisme, de guerre religieuse et de génocide, lancées à l’encontre de la Centrafrique. En aurait dû s’ensuivre en plus la division du pays en deux soi-disant parties – musulmane et chrétienne, même si ce dispositif ne reflète point la vraie situation religieuse du pays. Les gisements de minerais centrafricains se trouvent en majeure partie sur les territoires musulmans.

Le présent article traite des événements ayant eu lieu entre le décembre 2012 et le mai 2014, qui ont servi de point de départ aux accusations de cannibalisme, de guerre religieuse et de génocide.  Est amplement présentée l’organisation Seleka qui, en décembre 2012, réalisait son plan d’appauvrissement numérique, psychique et matériel des Centrafricains et, par conséquent, celui de la division du pays. Sont étudiées  deux organisations armées qui se combattent mutuellement depuis le décembre 2013. Aussi décrit-on leurs interventions armées, le déroulement des affrontements ainsi que les conséquences des hostilités. Sont également présentées les conséquences de l’aide qui a été accordée à la République Centrafricaine par la France et le Tchad ainsi que les motivations occultées de ces pays.  
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